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gress would be but to repeat the mistake made by the
Mies in dealing with Germany.
England could not expect to get an indemnity from
Japan. To attempt to extort one by force would, again, be
to repeat the Allies5 mistake. I am sure England has had
enough of that !
England, America, and China.
There would be more troubles in store for a victorious
England. As has been explained before, her interests clash
with those of America. The world is not big enough for two
great heroes; that is the teaching of history. Japan is as a
wedge, preventing the two from coming into actual collision.
If the Japanese Navy were destroyed, no one would have the
casting vote. The two countries would be left directly con-
fronting each other, and a fierce struggle for the mastery
would ensue.
Again, if England should win, China would be more
intractable than ever and her anti-foreign movement would
be turned against England, who would suffer again the pain
of disillusionment. If China makes trouble, Japan is near
enough to send an expedition to teach her a lesson. England
is in a very different position, and one need not be an expert
to see what would happen.
If Japan wins.
If Japan should win, what then ? In a word, the collapse
of the British Empire,
Let us take India first. If England went to war with
Japan, she would try her time-worn trick of promising the
Indians independence if they sided with her. But now they
have learned far too much to be taken in. They would
ignore her offer and seize the opportunity to take for them-
selves the independence they so greatly desire. If England
were defeated, India would break away from her, nothing
is more certain. England would then lose her vital treasure
house.
Next, England would lose her markets in China, which
have figured so largely in her fortunes, she may be sure of
that. She would have to cede Hongkong to Japan, and that
would undermine the very foundations of her China trade.
But more serious than all else, Australia and New